The rarity of the strange oceanic fishes of the family Grammicolepidae, together with the unique character of their vertically attenuated scales, has placed them among the greatest desiderata of ichthyological collections. The four nominal species have been referred to three genera, but no previous writer appears to have examined more than one of them. Moreover, the type and supposedly the only known specimen of the first-discovered species seems to be lost, and Poey's original description of it has been misinterpreted. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM vol.84 family belong to only two species, each of which appears to have a world-wide distribution in the depths of tropical and semitropical seas.Û nfortunately, the rarity of the material in my hands and the necessary apportionment of the Philippine Albatross fishes to three institutions have not permitted the desired osteological re-investigation of the family. It is to be hoped that future specimens will allow of this.
Family GRAMMICOLEPIDAE
Grammicolepidi Poey, 1873, p. 405 (description) .
Granimicolepididae Giix, in Kingsley, 1885, p. 207 (name only). -Giix, 1893, p. 134 (name only). Goode and Bean, 1895, p. 218 (description) . Jordan and EvERMANN, 1896, p. 973 (description) .
Grammicolepidae Shufeldt, 1888, p. 274 (translation of Poey's paper). Jordan, 1905, vol. 2, p. 249 (brief mention) ; 1923, p. 171 (name and included genera). Barnard, 1925, p. 370 (description) . Zeidae (part) Boulengee, 1902, p. 300 (critical remarks). Regan, 1910, p. 483 (critical remarks). Weber, 1913, p. 409 (remarks). The Grammicolepidae may, then, be defined as Zeomorphi (see Regan, 1910) in which (1) the scales are vertically linear in form, (2) the mouth is small and nearly vertical, (3) the maxillary is extremely short, (4) the anterior trunk muscles just reach the posterior edge of the frontals, (5) the occipital crest is thin, (6) the gills are 3I/2? with no slit behind the last, (7) the branchiostegals are 7 in number, (8) One young acanthurid, with a most remarkable type of scales, has already been described as a grammicolepid (Smith, 1931, p. 146 
